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 The firemen visited the preschool in October and showed  
us their brand new fire truck!  They talked about fire safety. 
 We also had a great time last month visiting a pumpkin 
patch at Vernon and Diana Wagner's and picking out  
pumpkins. They had some very large pumpkins this year, and 
they also had a very nice cat that the preschoolers enjoyed. 
 In November, we will of course be talking about being  
thankful for all that God has done for us.  We will not have  
preschool November 25-29 for Thanksgiving break. 
 Our Christmas program will be held on December 8 at  
7:00 p.m. Everyone is invited to attend! 
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 This year the AWANA children will again be collecting gift 
boxes for Operation Christmas Child. Operation Christmas 
Child is a program coordinated by Franklin Graham’s  
Samaritan’s Purse organization, which collects gift boxes  
and distributes them to needy children around the world. In 
addition, Samaritan’s Purse uses this opportunity to present  
the Good News of Jesus Christ in the native language of the 
children who receive the gift boxes. According to the  
Samaritan’s Purse web site, U.S. Presidents Ronald Reagan, 
George Bush, Bill Clinton and George W. Bush have all packed 
Operation Christmas Child shoe box gifts for children in need. 
Last year Samaritan’s Purse presented gift boxes and the  
Gospel message to over 8 million children in 100 countries. 
 Operation Christmas Child Brochures, which contain all 
necessary information and box labels, are available in the 
church Welcome Center. If you would like to participate,  
please make a gift box or boxes per the guidelines shown in 
the brochure and bring them to the church any time between 
now and the morning of Sunday, November 22nd. The gift 
boxes will be loaded up and taken to a Collection Center  
immediately after the services that morning. While cardboard 
shoeboxes are completely acceptable to pack your gifts in, you 
may want to consider using a small plastic tote instead. After 
the gift box is unpacked, the plastic tote can be reused by the 
needy child’s family as a water or food container. 
 Our AWANA club has set a goal this year of collecting 125 
or more gift boxes for this very worthwhile ministry. Please 
prayerfully consider if you can participate this year, and thank 
you for your continued support of our AWANA ministry. 
 
Sincerely, 
Eric Murphy, AWANA Commander 
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(L to R—standing:  Dustin, Anthony, Ryan 
seated:  Roland, Deanna, Kylie) 
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