GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH 210 MCKINLEY GREATBEND, KS 67530 info@gracegreatbend.org 620-792-7814
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FAX: 620-792-6331
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=Jonathan's

Notes

As | look back on 2009, I'm amazed at how much
can happen in the course of just one year. It was
in early January that | first received an e-mail from
Pastor Jay asking me if I had any contacts that
might help his church find a worship pastor.

Before that time, | had never heard of Great Bend,
Kansas, except as the new mailing address for an
old friend. But God had plans for us, and in His
sovereign will He had been preparing Amy’s heart
and mine for that very moment. If the e-mail had
come a month earlier (or perhaps even a month
later), | doubt | would have even considered myself
as an option.

But the timing was just right, and so began a year
of huge transition for my family. Every step of the

way, God has been faithful, through the logistics of
selling our house and making the move to the
blessing of an amazing new church family here. In
His power, he has done “far more abundantly than
[we could] ask or think”, and we are grateful.

| have been reminded many times to trust God, no
matter what the circumstances or how big the
obstacles seem. The words from Brian Doerksen's
song “Your Faithfulness” put it well:

I don’t know what this day will bring.

Will it be disappointing or filled with longed for things?
| don’t know what tomorrow holds

Still I know | can trust Your faithfulness

Let's rest in His faithfulness and trust Him as we
look to the year ahead.

* 2 |
1, 23 % . g e, 5
| #
$ L ( ! ) *
% $ & ' % &
/
e 7 - ( - %  0&

L 4

*




MISSIONS MOMENT

We were truly inspired by Tony and Laurie
Thompson'’s recent visit to our church!
What an eye-opening perspective they have
on courageously ministering to unreached
people groups. Pray for them as they take
the big step of moving to Asia this coming
February and as they begin to serve in the
STAN Bible College.

Here are some thoughts they gave us on why
we should pray for unreached people:

Prayer obeys Jesus’ command to ask the
Lord of the Harvest to send out workers.
Prayer brings us into God’s presence,
which changes us.

Prayer reveals to us God’s plans so we
can cooperate with him in them.

Prayer invites God’s participation and
presence in the process.

Prayer removes hindrances to the gospel.
Prayer prepares the hearts of unbelievers
to hear the good news.

Prayer releases resources necessary to
accomplish the task.

Prayer ensures protection for workers
and their work.

Prayer releases spiritual power to fulfill
the call.

Prayer exercises divine authority to
change

situations and people.

Prayer IS the battle!

Prayer maintains the victory.

Tony and Laurie Thompson,
with daughters, Isabella and Audrey
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